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1 INTRODUCTION 

This report aims to identify areas of improvement that could be implemented 

based on primary research, completed with the aid of students which are 

currently studying on the Web Industry Skills module. The participants were 

provided with a questionnaire which offered them a demonstration of the how 

the portfolio for the writer may look and a series of questions.  

The questions focused on various aspects of the design and asked for honest 

opinions on how the students felt about the portfolio. Specific questions were 

asked in an attempt to obtain both quantitative and qualitative research. 

Those partaking in the questionnaire were made aware that whilst the results 

were available publically, there was no personal information taken, so they 

could not be identified. 

An example of this questionnaire can be seen within appendix A. 
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2 SUMMARY OF QUESTIONS 

2.1 Is the art style suitable for a portfolio? 

 

 

2.2 Is the colour scheme appealing? 
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2.3 Is the layout suitable for a portfolio? 

 

 

2.4 Are the chosen fonts easy to read? 

 

2.4.1 Additional comments 

Positive Negative 
 Text too small 
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2.5 How easy do you think the navigation will be to use? 

 

 

2.6 Are the number of buttons / links reasonable? 
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2.7 How likely would you be to visit this website in the future? 

 

 

2.8 How likely would you be to recommend this website to someone 
else? 

 

 

2.9 What changes do you think could improve this website? 

Positive Negative 
(Most) fonts are easy to read. Bland in terms of colour. 

I quite like them (the colours). Not a fan of the grey look. 
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 Dark colours may not appeal to 

everyone. 

 Couldn’t see me spending a lot of 

time on it. 

 

Recommendations 
Adding a lighter colour to the background could make the section more 

appealing. 

Some objects within the background could be defined more to allow them to 

stand out. For example, the church’s black colour takes away from its three 

dimensional look. 

Make the colour scheme brighter. 

The website (should be) named after you. 

Add a lightbox to the images to allow for a larger view of the images. 

 

2.10 Any other thoughts or comments? 

Positive Negative 
The website is looking good and 

taking shape nicely. 

Website has a haunted feel. 

I really like the overall design. (The website) doesn’t match your 

personality. 

Time and effort has been put into the 

design process. 

 

 

Recommendations 
Adding a featured project would allow you to present select pieces of work 

of which you are most proud of. 

Perhaps use a different font for the links. 
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3 CONCLUSION & RECOMMENDATIONS 

3.1 Is the art style suitable for a portfolio? 

Most of the responses received were neutral or positive and as such it does 

suggest that the art style is suitable for use within a portfolio. 

3.2 Is the colour scheme appealing? 

Whilst many of the responses pointed towards the colour scheme being 

neutral or positive there were some negative responses. Of the 12 

respondents 3 provided a negative view on the choice of colours. Only 8% of 

the respondents felt the colours were very appealing. 

Further thought may be worth putting into the colour scheme. 

3.3 Is the layout suitable for a portfolio? 

Most of the responses were positive, which suggests that general layout 

design is suitable for the portfolio. 

3.4 Are the chosen fonts easy to read? 

Whilst one respondent suggested the fonts were too small, there is the 

possibility that they were basing this on the small image presented. The 11 

other responses suggested that the fonts were easy to read. 

3.5 How easy do you think the navigation will be to use? 

The results on this question were heavily weighted positively towards the 

navigation being very easy to use. 

3.6 Are the number of buttons / links reasonable? 

All respondents stated that the number of buttons or links were reasonable. 

3.7 How likely would you be to visit this website in the future? 

A good number of responses were neutral, though a slightly higher number 

were towards a positive side, with only one respondent feeling less likely to 

wish to visit the site in the future. 



11 
 

3.8 How likely would you be to recommend this website to someone 
else? 

Similar to the previous question, many responses had a neutral opinion on 

whether they would recommend the site, however a greater number did have 

a positive view on this.  

3.9 What changes do you think could improve this website? 

From the responses received, there were only two generally positive 

comments. These were on the suggestion that fonts on the site will be easy to 

read and that a limited number of users may find the dark colour scheme 

appealing.  

Negative comments suggest that most would not enjoy the dark colours and 

because of this they may not spend much time on the site. 

Some recommendations were offered that upon brightening the colours an 

improvement could be made and adding more definition to images would help 

them stand out more. 

One respondent felt the portfolio should be named after the writer and another 

suggested that some jQuery features could help make the site stand out. 

3.10 Any other thoughts or comments? 

From the responses received there are positive views towards some aspects 

in the design, however there are also some negatives that need to be 

considered also.  

From the positives there is the suggestion that the general design and layout 

is good, but the dark colour scheme rather unpopular. It is felt that further 

thought into the colour scheme would benefit the end product. 

Recommendations include adding a featured project and using alternative 

colour schemes for some parts of the site. There are opportunities to improve 

on the overall aesthetics and user experience through implementing some of 

these suggestions. 
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4 FINAL THOUGHTS 

Whilst the art style has been thought upon in a positive way, it was felt that 

the dark colour scheme detracts from this greatly. It would be prudent to 

review the choice of colours and it is felt that this would improve upon the 

overall look and feel of the portfolio. 

The layout, choice of fonts, navigation method and the number of links offered 

have all looked upon favourably, so it is clear that these choices were 

beneficial. However suggestions offered some ideas that could improve upon 

this further, with alternative colours for the links and a featured project, 

perhaps supported by some jQuery elements to improve the user experience. 

The suggestion that the name of the site be limited to that of the writer and 

whilst a valid comment, it is felt that this would limit the overall impact that the 

portfolio would have. As such the choice of naming the portfolio Ten to 

Midnight can remain and improvements around the look and feel of the site 

along with the animated scenes, should offer a brighter and more pleasing 

experience. Whilst still offering an insight into where the name came from and 

how it fits in with the writer's personality. 
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APPENDIX A 

Included here is a copy of the questionnaire provided to respondents.
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APPENDIX B 

Provided is a copy of the original qualitative analysis. 

What changes do you think could improve this website? 

The content area seems very bland in terms of colour, adding a lighter colour 

to the background could make the section more appealing.  

 

Additionally, some objects within the background could be defined more to 

allow them to stand out. For example, the church's black colour takes away 

from it's three dimensional look. 

 

Lighter colours 

 

Maybe make the colour scheme brighter or less that's the theme you're looking 

for. 

 

i understand the color scheme and get why it has been chosen, just not a fan 

of the grey look and couldnt see me spending alot of time on it. 

 

You the website named after you as you are trying to sell yourself for possible 

jobs 

 

The fonts are all easily readable except possibly the navigation such as Report 

Writing 

 

The dark colours may not appeal to everyone, although I quite like them. There 

is also a lot of unused space, in my opinion 

 

Im not sure if you already have going off the screenshots but maybe you could 

add a light box to the images to allow for a larger view of the images. Maybe 

they could show in the center of the screen. This will allow for all of your 

images to be viewed with more detail. 
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Any other thoughts or comments? 

The website is looking good and is taking shape nicely. Adding a featured 

project could allow you to present select pieces of work of which you are most 

proud of. 

 

Perhaps use a different font for the links 

 

At the minute I feel like your website has a haunted feel and doesn't match 

your personality. 

 

I really like the overall design and it is clear time and effort has been put into 

the design process. Good job 

 

 

Key 

Positive Negative Suggestion 
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